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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope that everyone has begun to recov-
er from the “Ice Storm of 1998”; January
1998 will not be one that we forget!
Despite the snowy weather in the
Northeast region, the District I meeting
was held on Friday, January 16th at the
Yankee Dental Congress in Boston. It was
truly a pleasure to see so many Maine
SADHA representatives present as well
as their advisors; this type of representa-
tion depicts the enthusiasm of our young
professionals, as well as their support for
their professional association. This meet-
ing was facilitated by Marie Jones-
Bridges, District I Trustee; ADHA
President-Elect Beverly Whitford was
also in attendance and was asked to
respond to some topics directly related to
ADHA policies and positions. Each state
in District I discussed its activities to
date, as well as its elected RDH of the
Year Award Recipient for 1998. Iwas
honored to be able to announce Maine’s
recipient as Kristine Blaisdell, of Cape
Elizabeth. Congratulations Kris, and
thank you on behalf of myself and
MDHA!

“Fall Connection” 1997 was a great suc-
cess. It was held at the Senator Inn and
Convention Center in Augusta. The
course evaluations were overwhelming-
ly positive for all of the day’s courses and

speakers. Thank you all for taking the
time to complete the course evaluations.
It is through verbal communication, as
well as these evaluations, that we deter-
mine the quality of the courses being
designed for you. I was personally very
pleased to have ADHA Past President,
and dear friend, Cathy Turbyne, conduct
the Installation Ceremony for the 1997-98
Officers of MDHA, with the assistance of
Marie Jones-Bridges. It was a beautiful
and touching event for all in attendance.

I would like to reiterate MDHA'’s need
for volunteers within the organization. It
is important for MDHA to maintain a
presence at all functions which may
impact dental hygiene, dental hygienists,
our patients, and our communities, and
this can only be achieved with increased
involvement.

I am looking forward to this year’s activ-
ities and events, and meeting each one of
you there.

Melissa L. Stevenson, RDH
President, MDHA
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

Please keep your address current with the Maine

Board of Dental Examiners Office or you will not
receive important information from the state and
may be subject to a fine. Call Irene Boucher today

at 287-3333. If you are a member of ADHA/MDHA

then you should also call 1-800-243-ADHA and let

them know your new address and phone number.

ADHA will forward your new address to all publi-

cations on the state and national Jevels (including
SCOOP).
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- WESTBROOK COLLEGE CAMPUS
LOCAL ANESTHESIA CONTINUING
EDUCATION COURSES

The Local Anesthesia continuing education courses are w.ell
underway at the Westbrook College Campus Dental Hygiene
Program. To date two courses have been completed with
classes full for the program scheduled in March. So many
dental hygienists have expressed an interest in learning the
new skill that we have added an additional course in May.

All of the courses have been scheduled on an all-day Friday
and Saturday pattern for four weeks'in a row. This schedule
has worked out very well for our hygienists, allowing them
time to study during the week and arrange to be away from
the office only a minimum amount of time. Of course, the pri-
mary reason for the time frame is to accommodate the Board
of Dental Examiners rule that classes must be 60 hours dura-
tion and participants must administer 50 successful injections
under supervision. Each class has limited enrollment to allow
for maximum interaction and small groups for faculty to
teach and supervise.

In discussing the class with some of the participants who
have taken it there is an overwhelming sense of accomplish-
ment and satisfaction with the course and with themselves as
they administer local anesthesia in their practices.
Participants have reported that they are using it with positive
reactions from the patients, employers and other hygienists in
the office who benefit as well.

The Westbrook College Dental Hygiene Program of the
University of New England will continue to offer courses to
prepare the hygienists of the state throughout the summer
and over the next academic year. We are currently experi-
menting with ideas to bring the course into offices that have
difficulty accessing the Portland area over an extended time
frame. Plans to accommodate such practices will be made on
an individual basis. To discuss this option further, to be
placed on a waiting list for the next course or to register for
the May program, call the Office of Continuing Dental
Education at 797-7688, extension 4278, Mary Miller,
Coordinator.

Calendar

Do you have an event you would like to add to
our calendar? Please let us know! Send us a
postcard with date, time, location and speaker.
Mail to SCOOP, c/o Ruth Collard,

Westbrook College, Dental Hygiene Dept.,
Stevens Avenue, Portland, ME 04103.

Attention:

Contributors to SCOOP please forward
typed articles and announcements to:
Ruth Collard, c/o Westbrook College,

Dental Hygiene Dept.,

Stevens Avenue, Portland, ME 04103.

Sales Editor:
Jennifer Marquis
696 Westbrook Street, Apt. 6J
South Portland, ME 04106

MDHA Ex. Board Coordinator:
Christine Corbin-Price

SCOOP Deadlines for 1998
May 5th




Installation of new officers took place on November 1, 1997 at The Senator Inn &
Convention Center in Augusta, ME.

Past President Marji Harmer-Beem (center) hands the gavel
to MDHA'’s new President Melissa Stevenson. Cathy
Turbyne conducted the installation.

On behalf of MDHA, Marji Harmer-Beem presents dona-
tions to the UNE-Westbrook Endowment Fund and the
University Endowment Fund.

(left-right) Ann Curtis, University College; Marji Harmer-Beem,
President; Kris Blaisdell and Lisa Dufour, UNE-Westbrook.






















